COMMON SENSE AND LABOUR       SS
hours, he really says that he cannot express himself
in his work and therefore needs an outside opportun-
ity.
Why should there be so much more trouble to-day
than yesterday? Was not the old way good enough,
and where are we going, anyhow? Has a new ele-
ment come into the world to change it and is there
no way out?
The quick answer is the war. The war was so
big and its effects are so entirely incomprehensible
that one may safely blame almost anything on it.
Has the war really anything to do with the present
situation?
The war did not create a general desire to live
better; the war did not give birth to Lenin and his
marvellous faculty for winning the support of many
people. The man who was content in 1913 to work
at a lathe in an automobile factory through ten hours
a day and at a wage is not different from the man who
in 1920 professes a complete disdain for the successor
of that lathe and says that if he works at all, it
is going to be for a precious short time each day and
for a lot of money. The mere fact that this man hap-
pened during a few years to make something more
frankly designed for killing than the automobile